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Learn chords! Catch all animals

Crocodiles like ¢ chord by playing their chords

New Factory is the place where you can refine ideas into products and services for different needs. Demola,
Protomo, Suuntaamo and Startupstairs are machines of New Factory. New Factory is operated by Hermia Ltd.
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The solution

Playing the guitar is today, in the light of idol and talent
shows, as popular as ever. However, up to 85 % of the people
that start to play a musical instrument quit soon. Therefore,
Ovelin develops a game called “WildChords” that combines the
addictive features of computer games with music exercises, to
get the users hooked on practicing their guitars.

The team

The project was initiated by two students of Tampere University
of Technology, after they had won a business idea competition
for the concept. In late 2010, Ovelin Ltd was established.
Currently, the company employs a passionate team of six
persons. The team has established a strong partnership network
and assembled an advisory board of experienced professionals
from various fields. During 2011, Ovelin has won several prices,
among them “Best European Learning Game 2011 (LUDUS)”
for WildChords.

The project

Ovelin is developing WildChords, a game that can be played
with any real acoustic guitar and on a normal computer,
smartphone or tablet computer. Together with Suuntaamo of
New Factory, Ovelin has conducted extensive user tests with
very positive outcome, testers love the game! In the tests, kids
practice for several weeks with the game, and a guitar teacher
analyzes their progress regularly. At the same time, Ovelin is
implementing additional guitar techniques such as lead guitar
playing to the exercise library, while adding different useful
features to the game.

The future

Ovelin is currently incorporating the lessons learned from the
user tests, to get ready for launch. The first commercial version
of WildChords will be released in Fall 2011 on iPad, and soon
after on multiple platforms. WildChords is targeted for people
that lack the motivation to practice, but like to play computer
games. Music teachers have shown great interest in the game,
because it could help their students to overcome phases of low
motivation while practicing at home.

The Ovelin bird likes the Ovelin chord: all open strings

- Playing computer games has long been regarded as a waste of time. However,

research shows that playing games is one of the most effective ways to learn.

Therefore, people in the future might be talking like this: ”Are you learning to

play the guitar?” — ”No, | am playing to play the guitar, with WildChords”, says
Christoph Thiir, CEO of Ovelin.
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